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898. that the Colonial Secretary here, acting on Mr. Chamberlain's
ng despatch,, wrote confidentially in 1899 to all Municipalities in Natal
ning them that, if the Indian traders were harassed, the law would have
>e altered and the demand of the Indians for the right of appeal to the
reme Court conceded. Soon after, war broke out and everything
te to a standstill. Now that the mischief has started again, there is the
itest need for us to be vigilant. Bearing this incident in mind, we
ild do our work courageously. If we go on doing our duty properly,
are sure to succeed in the end.
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 4-3-1905

311. HINDUISM
[JOHANNESBURG,
March 4, 1905]
Mr. M. K. Gandhi delivered the first of a series of four lectures on the above
>ject at the Masonic Temple, Plein Street, on Saturday evening last, under the
>pices of the Johannesburg Lodge of the Theosophical Society, Major Peacocke,
e-president, in the chair.
Mr. Gandhi introduced his subject by remarking that the endeavours
the Johannesburg Lodge to promote interest in the study of different
gious systems were most praiseworthy, tending, as they did, to widen
iple's sympathies, and enlarge their comprehension of the motives
I beliefs underlying the actions of those who were strangers in creed
1 colour. He himself had endeavoured, during his eleven years' resi-
ice in South Africa, to remove the prejudice and ignorance that existed
.cerning his own people.
Continuing, the lecturer described what was meant by the title "Hindu",
erring it to the branch of the Aryan people that had migrated to the
as-Indus districts of India, and had colonised that vast country. As
latter of fact, Aryanism would have been a better descriptive word than
iduism, in explanation of the faith accepted by so many millions of
countrymen.
One of the most remarkable characteristics of the religion professed
Hindus was self-abnegation, and this was obviously shown in the name
the religion itself, for, unlike most of the great world religions, it did
derive its name from any prophet or teacher, although it counted
le of the greatest 'within its fold. The lecturer further instanced the
toric siege of Arcot in support of this contention, when the Indian soldiers,
a time when starvation faced the whole British Army, waived their
im to the rice rations in favour of the British soldiers, they themselves
ng content to have the water in which the rice had been boiled, although
customary to throw this water away; and also the case of Prabhu